TRI-STATE WHEELCHAIR & AMBULATORY ATHLETICS (TSWAA)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2013 
Draft minutes only –

Not final version

The meeting was held at Childrens’ Specialized Hospital and was called to order at 9:13 am by Ken Brucato.

Roll Call:

Present:  Ken Brucato, Debbie Armento, Carolynne Bethka, Phil Galli, Dan Martin, Gilberto Perez, Pat Redden, Joan Wheeler, Trisha Yurochko

Absent:  Kelly Bucchere, Shawn Bucchere, Jim Cuevas, Jennifer Johnson

Minutes of Previous Meeting:

The minutes of the phone conference call on November 17, 2012, were reviewed.  Corrections had been suggested to the draft minutes, and the amended minutes were reviewed.  Dan Martin made a motion to accept the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Phil Galli and passed unanimously.

Chair’s Report:


The process by which the draft minutes are circulated was discussed.  A suggestion was made that the draft minutes be sent to the chair first, and then distributed.  The final decision was to send them to all board members simultaneously, marked “draft.”

Treasurer’s Report:

The balance in the account is currently $6310.21, which does not include Carolynne Bethka’s expenses for NDAA since she has not yet submitted the full documentation for her expenses.


Tristate Games:  We have received $5000 from Jay Mortimer of the National Junior Wheelchair Athletes Fund, leaving a negative balance of $3494.  Trisha Yurochko was unaware that we should be receiving $1000 from US Paralympics for Jerry Clayton’s expenses.  (Update as of 1/15:  Phil Galli reported that USOC is sending the $1000.)    The meet cost us $6500 (tent rentals, airfare for officials, timing system, Liberty State Park fees, port-a-johns, St. Peter’s College facilities, dinner, hotel, truck for the table tennis tables), and brought in $3000 in fees.  That leaves a balance of $1152 for coming games.  We would have gotten $4000 from USP but we didn’t get the Wounded Warriors needed for that grant.


Debbie Armento moved to accept the report, Carolynne Bethka seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.


A full treasurer’s report is appended to these minutes.

Committee Reports:

Information on the plans for the reunion will follow under “Old Business.”

Old Business:

2013 Meet Dates:

March 12:  Tristate swim meet

April 13:  Connecticut meet (We are hoping this meet will attract athletes from the Navigators and Massachusetts.)

May 4:  CSH invitational at Rahway River Park (This meet will include novice adults and veterans.)

May 17-19:  Tristate meet in Edison.


Edison has a new track and new ambulatory field pits.  The long jump is now using the space needed for wheelchair field pits, so we might have to use the soccer field.  The site for archery may be changed to Union County Park in Clark.  Powerlifting and table tennis are still to be arranged, perhaps at JFK or at Middlesex County College.  Ken Brucato will call the Marriott Courtyard to arrange rooms and rates.  The meet will not be sanctioned for IPC but will have to be USATF sanctioned so athletes can use their IPC passports; we therefore need to offer able-bodied track, which can include the ID athletes.  Cathy Sellers suggested we partner with able-bodied masters groups.  WTFUSA has added new masters divisions (40+, 50+ and 60+) which should be advertised since all races will result in new records.  Debbie Armento has requested a national classifier team, which will have to be paid for.  Phil Galli said that there is a new 9-lane mondo track at the site of the old Yankee Stadium, which might be available for a future meet for free and which could be combined with free tickets for a Yankee’s game.  We potentially have enough officials to handle masters’ track and field at Tristate, since we would probably only need 1 or 2 additional pits.  


Phil Galli moved to add able-bodied masters to the Tristate meet, to qualify for USATF sanctioning and enable disabled athletes to report results to IPC; Trisha Yurochko seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

Debbie Armento will contact Tatiana about getting financial support and volunteers for the meet.


A grant from BP allotted $74,000 for athletic competition for physically disabled individuals to the Paralympic Sports Clubs of NJ (PSCNJ).  The grant funds will go to the 2 local Paralympic Sports Clubs (Lightning Wheels and Navigators), as well as $16,500 for outreach and $5000 for TSWAA.  Maggie Redden will receive $13,500 salary for doing the outreach for the NJ teams.  The money comes from individual gas station contributions on an annual basis, and the focus is on finding new athletes, developing new teams, and holding clinics.  Money has been allocated from the NJ grant for an adult program.  We need the 501C-3 for this grant.  Phil Galli suggested that we request $1000 from PSCNJ for support for the Tristate meet.  This will be done after the budget for the meet is completed.

May 31-June 2:  Masons Meet. 


North Brunswick has been requested but not finalized as the venue.  Since the Boston meet will not be the same weekend, we may get more competitors from that area.  Table tennis and/or archery will be held on Friday night.  The meet will be Level 3, not IPC sanctioned, but it may get sanctioned by USATF.

September 28:  Burke meet

Outreach to New Groups:


Carolynne Bethka pointed out the need to advertise that our meets are for beginners as well as experienced athletes, particularly since many new athletes are not on teams.  The board discussed getting athletes from Matheny; Maggie Redden and Phil Galli will contact Matheny to follow up.  Carolynne Bethka suggested organizing presentations about sports in New York for rehab and orthopedic professionals.  She also suggested getting free tickets for Mets baseball games, possibly in connection with the reunion.  St. Joseph’s School for the Blind and A. Harry Moore School, both in Jersey City, were also suggested as sources for athletes.  The Paralympic Experience on January 19 at Kean University may engender interest.

501C-3 Update:

Phil Galli and Trisha Yurochko will get an update this weekend.  The paperwork is all done, so we just need to coordinate with Tom Phelan.  The board agreed by consensus that we would pay for this work, if it is necessary, since it is so important.

RPO Updates:

Debbie Armento has set up a meeting for the eastern area representatives by phone conference on Tuesday, January 15, at 7:30 pm.  Ralph Armento sat in on a central conference RPO meeting this week.  The phone conference will discuss getting athletes in general as well as specifically increasing the number of athletes at meets.  WASUSA has suggested that the east coast be split, with TSWAA in a group from Virginia to Maine, but for now it will remain as a single RPO (which is our preference).  We need the 501C-3 completed to get involved with the RPO.

Tristate Reunion:

Carolynne Bethka, who is chairing this event, is looking for a hotel near the boardwalk in Atlantic City for 2014.  The tentative schedule is Friday night to half-day Sunday, with a reception Friday night, Saturday brunch, and departure on Saturday night or Sunday.  There was an extended discussion on mid-August vs. Thanksgiving weekend for the event, since we need to consider a balance between college attendance, cost, work and family commitments.  She will check with the hotels about accessible transportation from the airport, and Phil Galli will contact Angela Smith to get a referral to the group she uses for transportation to her race.  Carolynne has 5 possible hotels, and she is trying to work with Ruth Rosenbaum, who has experience in organizing such events.  She wants to set up a webpage for the reunion which will be capable of handling registration and will link to the TSWAA website.  The board discussed holding a mini-meet at the reunion, but the general consensus was not to have a mini-meet.

Social Media:

Debbie Armento reiterated the need for constantly updating our Facebook entries.  Joan Wheeler would like to add photos from the meets.  Phil Galli will share the password information to allow updates.


Ken Brucato will ask Ralph Armento for the email list to send an email blast before February to Tristate members to remind them to look at Facebook and at the website, focusing on the athletic calendar and on the annual meeting.

New Business:

Board Member Attendance:

There is a statement in the by-laws in Article V about attendance at board meetings:  “Any member of the Board who fails to attend three consecutive unexcused Board meetings may be replaced at the discretion of the Board.”   It was pointed out that we must consider attendance by phone conferencing as well as physical attendance.  We need to set dates for board meetings in advance and make sure we have current emails.  It was suggested that an email (with a read receipt) be sent to ask board members whose terms are expiring if they wish to continue on the board, and that the chair also contact board members who have problems with attendance.

Board Recruitment (updated January 15):

Terms of board members are as follows:



2010-12:  Ken Brucato, Shawn Bucchere, Kelly Bucchere, 




Carolynne Bethka



2011-13:  Debbie Armento, Jim Cuevas, Gil Perez, Trisha Yurochko



2012-14:  Jennifer Johnson, Phil Galli, Dan Martin, Pat Redden


Dan Martin was charged with getting candidates for the 4 board seats.  Officers will be elected after the annual meeting.


Phil Galli suggested William Schneider (CP athlete, works with NYC Parks and Recreation, school teacher, brought NYC athletes to Tristate, and runs the Randall’s Island meet) as a possible board member.  Michelle Wheeler, Bobby Jenner and Maggie Redden were suggested as athletes.  Information will appear on Facebook and the website asking for nominations and self-nominations for board and committee members.  Dan Martin will contact the interested candidates to get a letter of intent and biography.

Congratulatory Letters:

Ken Brucato will write a congratulatory letter to Jennifer Johnson who was elected to USA Table Tennis Association Hall of Fame.


Ken Brucato will also send a congratulatory letter to TSWAA athletes who competed in the Summer 2012 Paralympic Games in London and to TSWAA athletes named to the 2013 IWAS and World Games teams.

Annual Meeting:

The annual meeting will be held on Saturday, March 9, at Childrens Specialized Hospital, from 9 am to 1 pm.

NJDC 2103:

NJDC will be held in Rochester, MN, July 6-12.  The schedule has been revised as follows:

Sunday:  short opening ceremony in the swim area and long course swimming at night.

Monday:  archery in the morning; table tennis in the afternoon; powerlifting check-in and weigh-in

Tuesday:  powerlifting weigh-in; powerlifting morning and afternoon; track and field classification; short course swimming at night

Wednesday:  track in the morning; pentathlon in the afternoon

Thursday:  field in the morning; track in the afternoon

Friday:  field in the morning, track in the afternoon; closing banquet

Certification of Officials:

A course and test for certification as Para track and field officials (to officiate at IPC governed meets) has been developed and is available linked to the WASUSA website under the Sports tab.  To get Para certification, individuals must (a) be a USATF member and a USATF certified official and (b) get a score of 80% correct of 25 total questions.  If the official passes the test, the results will be forwarded to the appropriate USATF Association officials’ chair and Para-Official will be added to the USATF badge.



Interested parties will meet on Sunday, January 27, at 1 pm at Childrens Specialized Hospital to review material for the USATF recertification tests.

Future Board Meetings:

Saturday, March 9, 9 am (annual meeting)


Phone conference call:  Wednesday, June 5, 7:30 pm


Saturday, September 14, Jersey City


Saturday, November 16, Burke

USAWTF:

Changes in the rules will not be in effect until after the World Games or after August.  Two major field changes under the IPC rules would be that no lifting will be allowed for any athlete and all sitting athletes must face forward only;  these changes are still to be approved by IPC.  There are new classifications and events will change for amputees and visually impaired, who may not be classifiable in all events.  Rules have been written for the USATF rulebook for any event not specific for IPC.

Miscellaneous:

Stephen Koziel will be doing an Eagle Scout project creating a DVD about sports for the disabled, highlighting the Lightning Wheels and the Tristate meet.


The board approved the use of the TSWAA’s weight bench for the Paralympic Experience on January 19.


Notification was given to the board that the archery age groups and powerlifting rules are changing.


Ray Martin and Jess Galli received awards from the NY/NJ Sports Writers Association for 2012.


Recommendations for the TSWAA awards should be emailed to Ken Brucato.

The meeting adjourned at 1:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Patricia Redden
